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INTERNATIONAL ANGELMAN DAY 
Statement by Minister for Disability Services 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Disability Services) [10.01 am]: I rise today 
in support of International Angelman Day, which is celebrated this Friday, 15 February, as part of rare diseases 
month. This day provides an opportunity to raise awareness of the condition and mobilise people to improve the 
lives of families impacted by this rare disease. Angelman syndrome impacts almost 2 000 Australians, including 
200 Western Australians. The syndrome prevents speech, impairs mobility and impacts independence. Most 
people with the syndrome require ongoing support. The Angelman Syndrome Association of WA joins each year 
with other organisations nationally and internationally for International Angelman Day, to raise community 
recognition of the needs and accomplishments of children and adults with the syndrome. 
I had the opportunity to meet some children with Angelman syndrome in our community last weekend at an event 
hosted by the WA Angelman Syndrome Association. The association received a grant from the Department of 
Communities, as part of the International Day of People with Disability celebrations, to hold a family fun day. I had 
the pleasure of meeting their president, Leticia Grant, and her teenage daughter, Allara, as well as Kane Blackman 
and his wife, Sara, and their four-year-old son, Finn, and several other families. I learnt from these families that 
the syndrome is infrequently recognised or diagnosed. Many people receive incorrect diagnoses of other 
disabilities, which impacts their ability to access supports. I am told by members of our community how having 
a correct diagnosis and access to information about this rare disease helps them immeasurably with daily life. By 
highlighting Angelman syndrome, the association is seeking to identify “missing angels” in the community and 
inform families about therapeutic approaches and supports. Although there is no known cure for the syndrome, 
research is underway internationally to treat it and increase people’s independence. I acknowledge all people with 
Angelman syndrome, their families and their communities. I encourage all my parliamentary colleagues to support 
International Angelman Day on Friday, 15 February. 
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